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ul.ENK PERRY AND THE MILITARY — 15841144

Thia is the tnke of my dhaet [Ten yenen) militry sereice My sereice lims was inliseting, hin sl all thet
emirtting exzepe fur o short peeiod, and | hese Tosomen & Lt skl in Fees ahie toogleim soms of the detils
fimmn mey leniers home, which my family saved fre mee After reading them npaln, Basera e me tim 1 did o
lot af eomplaining. However, areong the “hrass has' thers was a saping fhat, “if they are not complaining,
they wre not heppy!'' 5o 1 goess | wes nod so unhappy in the service, fist bomesick

Amnced are picnaess af’ Ay 152 dusing That perind, wins mos of the Tir anes sbminsd Tom HATRA, the
Patl iz Anchives in Wishiingoo THE, i 0 i eed pet e o ciuneze andil mid- 1S, sy S ol ol Tha
war. The rest are zearhy all from mme tize n dee peacecizne army undil iy dscharge in #5640, Addinenal
relered manerial sbout that W% [ wartine period can be foend in several Sooks® in my collsction deating
wiih the wear in dhe Wiztior Paife,

Hackemund

ATler Tha war & Fartope starisd in 1995 gur combry began incremsing, preparations for posssble Arure
itvelverenl in e wiy, The military drall was bagun o abos 1990 2ml many suure men were being
tuien oo the armed forcex. Oihers foired the ezrvice of s disios befors they weps o b dralied, whick
usialky meane going ineo e A

1wae band in 1R Wiwn our wor wits stacled in 1%4] by e Japaness bombing of Prr] Herbor, Hawaii, |
o Kok et N amed Do onsig To b dralbed, Hoeweer, b he Lidds | was @ semier in Bugh school in 1943,
many ¢leemmies heed lett earby oo foln dae Moy, karines, Cosst Giiard oc Armgy Ade Conge, and mos o the
resl ulus wurd repisiered as Class |A for the draft. At ther oo, the senvices ware poceqitng opolloncioes
tox special waining prograne sl univerilice b woukl kid bo uliver candidise schools, One nppartunity
wos L Ry Vel 2 program an e Univeraily ol Wisiinglon snd gt other umiverstias, Since my hj;h
schonl grades wera preery geod, | apmiied for the V-1 pengram and Tised st all the naeesasy fopersurk
Hurwweor, wien | went over 1o Seaitt’e fior my Wavy physical sicam, [ was sn meroos thal mye ean wic
benting Lo Gasl il [ ide™ pars the eaam. 50 | had br give thet up. Then, when | was near produndion, 1
B0 0 moies Tio th: sl Dical® Tiaird so repon! fora phovecs! exaam. Again, when [ was exammed, | was
wery nervins and my henrt rane wea vey for. | was ald dhat |20 pass heraime o a beard svome god
wiuld be reclassified as dF for daft deferrnl My men doctnr's soom didn'n find ary hean ssarmir 2o w
Bwert mummur his gver stown up dinng any physical exnee sinee that dmee. Bzing classilisd 4K was
consldzred nenely shameful, sisés: niarky everyuns wanlod br join one of the sareices and belp win the war.
Cew of the then eorrem pegasar sonps bad berles Hiee this wamen s e imerias idsail the: shartaps of
avitlable memn, Taey e slier o yoang o we nld; they e either o grey nr e prsy g e e,
which didn't siaks us givilines fes] very gond

what's Nexo?

Sn, geing om with e e | werd oo work thet summer at e eeal shipsand anan Slostrisans belper an e
It pircrall cacriera Teing buill Senz, cxposting bo bu draficd o 2 laer gime. [ after enrking ahom siv
mcaiths, [ Rl diet heanl froin the Diraft Beand agin and Gpomed they seren's going 4o cnll me. 5o 1 eabered
the Callege af Engineering for the 1944 WiklerSoring somester st the University of Waskingtan, while
chene, all of o snadenrs hod o mbe ROTC, Ressrve CFFee"s Training Corps (of ot Corpe, 25 we called
iN. Every Muonday we wone cur umifomms e soanl end mok cieses an e Arstory i Tawer Campes,

Ohiw i fha clussee was for leaming close ordar drill, ond we marshiod eeound with womden pum, We slss
o Dectures mml v [Eme waredng: uf the dangers of promiszume lving watle intke Arm, ARea the ced
o that sessesisr, | ool s ielice [ (e Deafl Bosand thet 1 would have o be evorvned again for possise -
cleestfication. By tsa fime, in early | 044, all the special services had pretty well filled 1heir zesds for
pernonnz’ e thus g1l mew dratbecs wam rfizht i the Aniy, Howsver, atlimes those services monld open
o thurir recruiting for short perinds o fll dredr specilic nppusr noeds. Al thal particsler tme, de Nmy
anmd i # wees going 1o dreft o few mew members, 5o 1 thopght, “a-al il jein e Favy and beal the
Ay deall”, 5o T wend ower bo the Wenew HO office in Seatile, wolurmzered for carly induetion, fllksd o



und sagned all the My papereork md Grally passed the physical exzm. [ was then told fo go back home
ol Vemir Tree i @kl g oot This in Joly, 1 rescived & foliee e sepoet for Sdostion on Augest 7, 1944,
CIn ihat dep §reported o e Tacoba Arsicey ab dineejed, alang wilh Tundneda ol aflens, and waited fop
orders. Then we were ald bodd, 0K, pon guys, vou are all godng, e the domy and will e geing s Fog
Lewis!" Tdidn't Hee that, e being o=t a ~dum kid," | didn't think abont challenging the eoder and
taking steps b enfisrcs my contract with the Mavy, A= it tumed out, [ probably woald have ended up in
abaorat By mune placy ameway, in the middle of the sction & Okinawa, amid may®e oo one of the destrovers
et i ik Or biklly duatiaged e,

The Anmey Gok be

TheL allerican wi wide dilivirad 10 For Liewis, s wa sy b0 bugin our iminng and leam how e be o
soddlar and low oo put up Wil g el of senesibe. We were Bene sboula week, shrew gur uniforms, wenl
thromgh oremecion lectures, and lamed how o meke 0p oo Punks. We went Res kadal anto 3 troop
I, witich was quibe an axperience. 1t was palled by a stzom engiee that omed ooal end the R cara
weitw ool will eloeasd up, s ww hed wo erdure smose and cuel dust foc the wiode tnp. 'We dikda’t have
Barthz hut onby three-hiph bunks for the four-day trip e Tecas, 5o we dide't pet moch slesp. I was guie
o Inpereating ik, howwer, my Biral acnss the ceantry. Wi pade a @ep in Denver, OO0, whers my mele,
Aude Kaneksberg, met me for o short visi ar the ooie selan. AT every smam where e s @oppol or
meed slowhy through, there were many people waving and cheering, af us snldiers as we jassad Iy,

Wz arrived ar Comeps Bood, o IRTC {Infiety Repliscoen Treining Center) ssuth of Dailas, Texas, oo
Augnst 22 and it was Bog! | thnugie 1w going s die fam ghe hese spht thers. Bol we were meeched b
cur bamacks, fed, e setiled in for the night The neat moming we weee rebely awsibenal s oboart 5 nm,
by Lowl sheorsting PTC (Trivane First Class) who oatranked all of us “Huck Privaces™, 1 hal wie 5o D 1l
ez fin® tha: geat 17 wesks oF cur brainisge. Wo wers boizg iraimed as infasiry replacemems, but fow of w
undersond whal that mean, We theaghn we weald end up s semo fhaniee dvision somewhers, b dide’t
tizink rrach abirt the pocsblity of pobeg in as e cqpdaeiinents Tor oiber suldiers who had been killed or
weanstided, W were Jaber to learn whent that raally did mean!

Cinez ool vy Bzl Frigriads i g Hood s Tohn Rathwos from Concrete, WA, whoom 1 imet ai Foim Lewis
amed Win was in oy basic Staining compeeg,  He e Gy gy gl bis nickname in de company was
FRiteds™ [ thick. When we bad fims off on a weekend, we wordd gn indn seaiby e gl G b iog
crzm ar walemmelon froet. Adthongs we wers separated atter lbaving basic reining, e remin o gosd
Fraesad fos 1Ris: digy arid livres in noarby boent Veamon, WA

That 17 wieks wis a by time and we didn't get o 161 of slesp, Mech o g bagié training e s fusv n
my mwemery Teow, Dt | doet remember i oas belag, g bot of Hin, We sprenl g ol wd lime “palising” dhe area
s e barmcks. We would be swakensd carhy svene day, even earlier IFaligicd o KB, aod rosbgd
nut frer frermaption b fivar of @ ok, sunelimes we wiry jit iz reinveats and boots o=d morthed o
the despessary for“shom=wm™ inspection. Aller lreak fst we woulld be e sumewhan for trulzing and
orizrdziie olesses of differend kimd. Bl sipinies ahoaeall odVin chass, b wapkl be awakenad by a sharp knozk
un fe dop of his plastic betmet lmer. e beamied has to march in foregdion, aed na ww did vere olien
aver B neal tliree mootie il im nll Sisds of westber, Whes ® raieed, dee Tewas soil umed o vere ik,
shoiy mnd Gl would Baid up o ser bogts [ mowsios,

Wiz i 1 1ot of marching with beevy packs onoer hacks, Thice aFus i (e aid of U B alwaes
azizdnd b have 10 he nenning to catch up, sort of Bow a =sinky™ werka. 1 remembser Sal fml ssemed to ko
whet we thongal abart most of the fime, That and skeeping, We scver ot coough of cither, slihoug the
craks wrre evpe and i ool very pood. The water tsted so bad dhat | lezmed 0 deink eoiTeae and like iL
Mdail call every day wis wery imparast, capecially whon s peckage of cookdes arrfved (not s kst very ong
ina proupl Hennng the wail al s train whiallo in e dislamee made me vers homesick.

Wi had practical training whare we med enmgasics o D8 il dinciions o nizht and lsamesd hos b
A3t up isnie propary to keep diy mside. We wene daught Bow b dtaveemhlo sl Giemn our rifes, bow ro
Fandlz and a2 all kinds of néntry weespans drifle, carhing, baganes, nichioe gai, gnesilk, morr, mi-



tank bermakaoocketl, 2od bosw to fiphi Sand-in-himd 3 th would bo niedad. W sok i silting in
banksrs = the ifle brget ares whare we raissd, keesred, and patched tarpebs, oid raised the med Ang,
“Magidea e ey BF Thene wiorg o hits, 11 vae while lepsing the asund af ive e Mvisp chose above
oar hepds. W had aerinl target proztics where we shit 22 small dmone tnrged planes fying overfead. | dan'e
chnk mamy hets wers made, even with S04 of s all firng at the sametime.  Mear the end of cor fraining.
e were t2ught skills in fighting hoose-fo-homee in a town setting and in crewling = muddy reockes wder
e wires wiech Bz maching gun fiee right secr cor hends.

(T o Lasiveg

Jur basic treinmg class greduseed oo Deczmber 17, 1942, and we were split up for wansfer to our homes
wilhg L=y kearers e fore hendin foc our noxt sesivmment. By understanding & thet the men whi hed
syl Camp Howd lar poms ihangal maining or cilng schopl waes hurssdhy shipped off o Faproee
when the Banile of e Bulgs in Belifuin bagan need Chiisoras Hime | R Camp Hood b s with a
aroup heading west and two davs Liier we found ourse bees dropped off a2 the train staten in dtockion, CA.
o didn't kave any Eformation oo where and how we were 5o 5o Brom there, so some of us boupls tlokess
Tir s DGreyhowd bes and headed for Bashington. Tarrised 0 Tacunm shoat Decemmber 10 ad thys was
able b spperal Cliredsss with oy Tanily,

Adver ey Christmas keave, Dirgvebed by bus back b Callfarsda, wheee § reported b0 Foet Ond, ner the 2w
of Flomberey, for firther training for ceerseas Juty, There we weee traght how o clfimb up and Sown rope
nest laddders fior ship pccess g bom o clih safely with cor peck and wepos, G on oo saoable onby.
for essy camting the o (o case we Tl nto e ooean. We also weis fequined be desoisiiale Bal we
could swim a2t feast o short distencs ina seimming poal.

U Ui Wey

Afber the short stz an Fear (rd B traveisd with a group agaln nond e Frd Lawinn in Sealile, whin we
s anadhelr wink of two. Cear housing there in 2 cold Tanuery was Erpaperoovered shaoks meabed b
coal huming oni Beanen: nosdless nr say, they wers smilly, cold ploz, We wons then loaded omo a moop
ship docked o1 Seafile’s waker Tt and dvipppad vl lir Hassaii. Thi chip wees 2 simnge veossi, i old one
comverted from a passenger ship, | think, aed nod very comfamable, The commve bunks were slachel op a
fiwg higeh in 5 beodds and the food wes notvery pood. We abe meaks in shifis, sanding up at bes wich
rinn b heep oo plates S aliding ofF [ don’t mamemiser vy mech aboo: then wip, but it mns: ave zken
ekl over a week i W Sip-aaianl aling 1Be way, | was lenkliol that 1 wes sewick only the Grst dey on
she shyp, but [ did have 2 sone 2 18 whale wip Troe an bifsesion by & sgeciptiin slod piven e fos we
i

Welezn e caing: i Ui lsbar sl Heooldu, 1 loolksed Bersoscd s visil o Waikii Beach Dut & was noin
b, a5 we were foaded on mocks and 1aken o the 1 51h Bepple Deppe (Replacenro! Depsh up o e cenler
of the island near Scholield Darracks and Wheeder Field. | vas kept there Tor aboul two wesks with ne
chance for a day pass 1o go into tewn and was vers unBapey sbout that? The ooy ket us by an various
chores sl vven senl s up into dhe hills e belp Gzhi foes sared by antllery pracice numds

Theo we were eucked back down o e Jocks, beeded om g soce innders ronap ships, el hisscke:] weet again
as part of 2 large convoy. Lyery miiming st every svenmp of dusk, e wonld s o Byam™s whisils
e his sonoveceinent starcng with, “Mow hear thist,” and the ship would go bo “Cienesni Cuarizis™ aken
corbiditae, Theo i all woukl slamd o oo deck & a line witk our 23ife behs o and cur backs in e
bulkheads watching i solbanining Thal was probubly the safe placy to be if the ship was smk. We
spent mosl ol eur e g on deck ameway, rBer e dosan in The bt belids. The bonks thers were
orangad seven high, which s i v banis oo wanm, On the oo band, the Tower bimks were o dhe
beut places do be if mepome chove was seraizk. Peens of e upper dek alsd vesrs mn dhe mos plemsara
place Lo be as (hal is where the heads ailes] were eoaned They wene Jrst boeg iighs with up do 1O
sk in & pore o privacy, of course). Yoo cen imagine what thar was Hke wigh some nuar pzsick @l e
SO Lime,



The by showsers we had were with aal water, wileh did not levee us Reeling very cloan. Thé Ginnley wis
nilzx done with salt winer ondy, There wim aec o b for us s do on Beand el meny men pleyal poker, 1 did
nal juin in o= e, snee [ was just o oeateor and soma of the fellors were asrd-charks who reade o la ol
ey Ak L, e [ disd g ol of ceodig s just luefing. 11was interesting fo wich the prpaises saimming
ennd diving alwsed ot wlip and e Nying fch treing 80 escaps from teir gmckees. Leckily, we s no
sobewnriees s the wip, pnd i0was reassnring s ger Wavy dissmoyers crudsing nearky,

e of my close friends on the vmynge wos Frank Clark, son of Tacomn peopla wha wene Ticesds of g

pereais. W wes sspanabed on reacting the Prilippine Isonds; te wes walgred o @ 7 ndniry Tiviien
Thers jud Laler wees killed om Olkdnawa,

After nver 2 week's cnulzing, we enrenad the harhoe o Enlweink and anchored theie fe seviznl Gays -addle
B COmwoY Wk gathermg, We meie allimeed o syl ofl the Al el o po ashone oew day om Parry [5Jand, 1
picked up some pieces of cocal mock there oo bring home. Lhey were laler Inst with all iy cllier belenpings
in iy duffle bag Cm i teach Trmk end [ et enother hogh schocd Stend, Frazk Springer, who was theie
nn snre et Tivm & Mavy mnker sip, O ship fen joised the coovoy and again headed west, amiving
ok e LlRadul Isload leggonn 6w coyde mne weeks, Thene wun: burkineds al &6 gaitered theee sed our
ship jodned 2 lamger convoy heading $or the Philippoes Iskods

n Mterch 5, oer akip dropped snchor off Lesto 1slmed, 0. snd we wers rensgerred o shore near the
villgge af Talag. There T wes sasipgred a3 0 replacemont i1 Company B, 1% Batalion, 3829 Kegiment, In
the B6* Infantry ivision. The division ki jreg eonipbebed #2 moesisn in the Beatibe of Leyvee sl was
baikiieg up [or furder sction. | den't remember what sqead | was assigned m nr e panes ol misy ol ilis
fither aguined member, i wy squad leader woe s Sgr Moore, | s wielooteesd wbo Hie congany by
enither Tagoase, Wit (Rasd) Sals, 2 1943 Lingoln THgh graduste, who bad been with B Compay for
serverzi mnths. He hind boen wisinded oo on Teste, ol was gbde 1o nelur e his . 1e had been 2
mwmbser of the ASLP, Army Speclalized Traming Program, of o universoy Befome hal proasm was
aapizellid in mid- 1944 mnd all those stodemss were tramstfermred oo @ inllaty. The o Diviiom [ i
chnbr t tend @ wery Bih ssize T0) beinss of s many ASTE collage mes @ the organization. | wis g
shore S nnly a firw doys when 1 wre axalgecd gt S Ieading deail in prepambtion foc the cooing
irasion of Dkinewd. %o | mivesd heck o b andfher i asl i Bidn'l gt e see moch of Laye.

{Minewa Ridind

Thos ship | wes ol gued bo was wh oflecy trarspor, e Wendmeing, AP 100, and 1 speni the next seveml
by en differest loading dities. Cror ship salled aboet mid-March, joinisg s lrge conves, [ oo we
adited berngh o tvphidn oo the way so Okinawa. 1 had newer hedore ssen tie ooe s g0 roigh il s way
esipecting o hivve mears hid wesr®er during the [anding.  However, April 1, Easer Smeday, nurmned ool o b
2 wery calm, sunmy day althirogh thet dids™] nobe i iles ol Ending on hoestile beaches sound very great.

LneKily fisk e [ieading (oo, toe lpanes: had deraded not oo defend the beaches, sut instead 1o findics
seultiphe lingx. of diftssss in e sorrhem half of the island. The landing could have been a very oy
il na Red lneen the 30 on other islinds wheee the indal losses wers very bigh o both sides, Thee
were humadrede of ships imecived 1o e andings oi 1he wastero aide ol the: Blagl Thal ares had bean
Bazavily bomberded for severz| days by haheships, cnisers, md smaler vessels and by s nir stlacks by
My planes

The 96 Divieion landed oo Qe muming of Apeil 1 what wars clled “Beoch Whise” and “Beach
Drmum™, west nf e Kadena aiieid s, The 7 Division Binded jus: mecth of there and the 7 and 8%
Marines Divisinns ot Beack Red o linfe fumker norfy The Ay Feidons headed acmos the islazd by
abaut 5 miles wide o that point) i e o the seuthsen ball, whils the Macines hzoded nocth, | did nat land
tha muormineg. §weas kept on board for meserial ned couipment ship-to-shoms wnlnadng activities, which
lzestead Bor two dups. s 2 resule, when Thed woy fiee thig, | apent i on ik wiching e mearby warships
bomhard shoee Bycilitics north of the Okinzwa capital ity of Maha & the Dig uess Gred, ey =ade smaka
ringa ared the: fiviug rendions wused (he warships o gredually movs bockwrmd, S0 They Taguenily syuld
move ahead agrin te meain e pesitions, Cur ship had not yet come wndee pny itk dering the dey,



:-md.iwrmmﬂﬁeﬂn‘clla-ﬁq}-ﬁm:hn:'e.:l.lrlr@ll.uu.i;hlsrp-rm:ﬂm Tbnin air or shoee gtiack, [do
restiumbaer hearing the sousd of one ardliecy shell gedep el oy O%er ol g ics we bzl the area ofier dark
Luckily it did noe hit us.

The 86" Division sty schanced as far as the cxner of the islnd and utied south, while Se ™ Division
tirsns advanoad to the fie aide ind alss fersed sooth. 1 am told ihai goclon wes fivirhy Bzht g oo dha fimg,
akhnigh S bad been sove crmwllies. The 06® Divishion covered the Sant 1o e wesiem beoehes o
the verer o the: islimd. with my 3K Rugioent nearest the: conter, The 7 Diviahos pel by us covered the
front from: s i the pastemn beazhes, Later (e two Mrine disisions wees Eroaght lak suuth to oover
Ve o Deacly o and oo more Ansy diviioes, the 77 ad 27, were brpugss &= 0o supipeet the
R,

Labe in the morning of April 3, 1 wist pean s rred bo share with et wowen of Y compony, Thit wes the laxt
timu T saee g diffle bag, which hedd all iy nok-vsy-ntmbls belenging:. Tassnree Ib was ke slpaned
ot by some rear echelan porson, Defome E|i|l¢iﬂ£dumd15nmam~r]‘ﬂ:‘h-rmﬂ" I-n'l'dl-l'@.l-ﬂirl. [ “fuld
requisitinned” # can of peaches Ticir the dures [ bad een bandling. (1 Figered il il weas probebdy mesey,
For soamte cflicars’ muss mmed thee 1, 25 just @ Yo -face™ prvrats, witld ot be gesing wy porhes inomy
ratiomsl. e e wiind some wedght i The Tiesvy Yond of rifle s pack 1o carrying. bin T theught =
was worlh the effort. | alse caevmber heving S0y gelting seme ame Tz iy M- 1 Cariving, =g
finadty Gl jual & hendfiel b cary §i # later turoed cut, i e mratter). A the hesch vee beft our e
e sl Mol e

Wz march] single file s spresd outalong a beech soud pas the villape of Chtan, whers & rd bsdid
boswand e b of S dsland. Thens 1remember seeing my fien Japanss caEuaky, ol az Oldeaens
“ivilian killed in his Tioul yard By the bambardaicoe. We conbnosd o thes hill durdeg the whiernoon,
nassing cuhiveted fields and pocesonal empoy s baoaes, unsil we secha the place our eavpeary had
whasen forthe night's defanstve perinmier pear the villape o Arnna, There | wis assigmed with a bddy
{1 dom't remember hix nmmi} o o ploce for dipging o teo-man fodales,

Dz fomhnle wasa W or L shoged o just deep ezough 03 By in withme kzing ceen. One man winild be om
wirh side and ws ook sans being on wiich dicing he gt Labe iur i mighe, which was presty quise,
whem Twns mot o wisch, | decidsd o see 0T could et af some almy peackes, AllTEad for upening ke
oan e Hy Ary pocketkniny, whish had g smef cai~opener Tice 2 Hio Bl brdfe. Smes | was lying
dduram and wecalid to keep mny heind buow fhe top of the: fvehols, yoa can Inagio bow awsward IF was o
work on that v zn. Duc finaléy §get it cpen and downed same of the delichos peecties, I the mnemibng,
m buddy sekied foet whal [ was meng 1 e cor there duriig, the night. 1 explained & s bim, bt Gon't
reszidl i odfered hinn say peaches wad | don't sinesber wiat becase ol the rest of i Mirghe | abe # all?

Druring that dise, April 4, eve wus s shilkizg of aetion zenes beween regimznis o we advanced
fuih abing 24 milles apnine "minoe” resistancs, That was mhien § s rmy first desd Japurasa: soldler, wha
hied agmarenche heen wilied by artillery fire 25 we approached, We tien dug in for the mitgihil dl 5 paee
peeimetes lacation near ihere, Farly in the evening [ s cont b help rn comiusication wiee i 1 4
Ferward abiarvr lostion. W did that and then e umed e e compay e alber dark. (£ was preny
serry coming bak S in the dark mrd hiwing to stout o who we waird a5 we approiehed the perizeter,
for e oy Jucky o were oo fired o n che By, mzy Lbniwean (ivifums came mirdiph oo lines
and weis direviad 1o safie arees i e roar, Eoveever, | s wedd thai oders, whis 16ed 1o come hiresigh al
night could mox b idmtified and sy wany killed es ey opprisbed fhe perisescrs. Al night. thers were
Fleaas wwertead e Iy mortars, artillery, ail by desirmvers edfhin:, o the front line anue wers sl 5
gnnd ot dhe tims.

T mesx mosening, Apeil 5, befirn we lufl the perimeter, we came under 2 itiirfor aivack Erom Japana:
arillery fire. § sl sonmcsed down iz my Tisdede and hackily wes nod injored. Asx we mowved fSaraard
il by, we pasaed notherons enoccagied delnsive posiciens, Wi &Edn'e realize i, bu we were neefing
e My sbmain lne of el of the Japaness vy, o Gortidied ling of kilks cabied ol Ridge,
Mistabiry Ridge, and Kekoeo Titlgs, 1nam attermn, oar artilbery end Mirsa Corsair plin puasded dig
teps of those hills, The meghen advanced ks Swin o nile thart day and dug in for the night al s



approaches o tha hills. As we appronched Tanckaone, 1 aaw ehe Fapances solilice nnning Back oo the
Frill #0 eaczape: s, 1 was ot of Ty rangs and | don't know iF anvone fired al im. 5 owis Bier reveikel
1heak thie: Japeanizy Ay, aver 60,0080 siromg ot the soodhemn part of the land, was dug so deepdy In 2ives
and turaiels, inclidiog sl i ligavy wsmgns, delmesh of the navel bembardment, amy arillecy firs,
and aerizl Bonthing lad title effee od han,

Fy tial time, the Kamikaze plane attacks on the ships off the coasr had sharted wed o sialil the whole sy
W i sl A Thousssad finpwriss shovs b the anti-aireratt fire from the ships, 1Ewas fascinatiog o see
from the land.  Theing the nlsdr, oir pgimént was B by heavy mortar fire and teere were some casmaltiss
in my compey. Thet eveniigg | owes senl on g dedail b help Boieg, up mertar ainmsenilion fo o lines, 1§
Ieatl heen brossght mear there om o trock thit wes pecked hehind o small knoll. A3 we resched 1he 1k, an
arfillery abell cank soreummy by and bnded jus bevond the trock. Lucky for ws, it wos o dud shedl BFi
g beezn live aad had expdodal, the whobe rucklusd might e bown op and us alung with iL

1 e e herve: forpomen sk whene [ spesd the nbghts of Apell § wd 6 and s faey wens o g the
aame plece. 0@ Apdl 7, oo Gompeny s shified slipbthy west 1o wheee we ssizblished a new perimeter
posibion. I e e aflemoo we e idier havy machine gon smil morter Gre. [ srill remember due
T PP o o Thee Lulbets lying, eloe cnoirhssd s Tdug my Tusdls while Lying fls on the
gomd.  We could not see where the fire wes eoin g from and £ appancoily wa Gon canoolland cres
and Bvankiers beill in the [ronl, un ke, gzl on the back of de ndees. Cering the night there wis apaln heasy
muorar fire and several sen dig in seer e wers killed by dinect hios i their focbodes. 1 was assigred o
halp carry thems ot 40 2 colleodon poine che mess mermilog. That was visy soerinp to me,

Tisgswer fir e

The next da, Apcil B, o wene again shitbed Hartlier wess o eelidolish aullr permssior in an ane below
riee wilkipe of Kenikn, beiween Tombstonz end Kakaze ridges, @ prepacation Sor a regime ntal astack o
those Bl the nesd day. In e afiermeon [ hied dug &= whsng aszipned, bk thsn was ditectod oo move over
b e etier side of the perteserer o dig to these issteed. 1 did o and ez starding chere with Sgt. Moare
il o suuple uf uther men dising the commg aczinn,. Pehind us severed hinrdrsd o iesy s bao
Aurrericaik light ks el lrad bean knockisl ol of wdios By antank guns the gy before. For ssme
reasor, i I|:I|1.I.rl-d'£t BUNTETR decidal m J.E.Hirl fire at thoats or al anms rqlrl;r_l.' Farpens (may b wi were the
targiish, Suddenly we heard another high weiooiy shell aciems Ly and we w1l e o o S inly me
rovhieles g it cxplodedd. {The old saying & not trae dhat vou never hear the ane that gats waw] A [ das]
dovam, | el scomobding Tl vy Wl sildg, not e hev blow, wd §=id, *U'm bee. Then sverything wem black
e | eollapeesd indo e Bde. The neel thing [ kg, whem 1 recoeersd consciousness some cime laer, wos
thar I had been bandaged and was on @ strstchern beng cariod W q sl phase, 1aked R my oifle, e they
Db e, =Y o veow’l need 55 A0 leeex onoe om the way they had dn drop me T a s o paaes when
thes wene fircd an again, Kear $wre [ was loaded on 2 jeep ambulance Sral camed several sireihcrs il
weas lrven b ren nbd sndon weel Behind the o

AR e Al sietion e coecked over and | may have been given sonmee paikiller. 1 don®l ieimsber wlsene
nther srvrgeney frestment wae given, but somewhere 1 was gives pliamn o 2 blood wasfesion, Twas
Iping o & deck aling will e Ak sl wien Thears] 2 voics mnieg, “I dioe ven, Glera™ 0 was
my Tacomna fiend, Wibar Hands, wha aleo Fad beon wowsivd Gl sy, 1neplied thet @ was me, bot 1w
el alile b dalk vo him spaiz ur find oo what had happened i, A onate baree 1 bensd thin b et disd of
his e, Oaly recesthy [alss found ot thae & oy company that day Soer men Bod Been ilkal gl s
nfficers o clzven aher s wonnidial, From wien 1 havws heard and read, the nest tes o feehe Gas

wers very rough fighting wih beavy essunkios hefoes the: rdpe lines were tekea, so 1 consider roysedd lucky
o Tervs poken e of italmve.

Adier spending that night s the aid staton, on @e new moredeg, Apcil 9, 1 wis ken with o by armrg
ambralznee g the Kadere ietield, which by feen bad been repaired of hattls damape sod mads opailosd
Dorairouific. Large Mewy alr evecotion planes wen: Sen nealy to pick us up. While we were waibig o
B ool bvceand, we were served codfiss ol doesghies by wiiidn 1 think vwere Red Cross girks. H amazed
e o thingk, thay weng agxive there so soon efter the lmdings. Qur sesteers wane kesded shoard and te



plane vok off beading Fr Guem, whick way over fiflees hundred miles away. | doat remernber sk
sbout the flight, but we wers welt carsd fisr oo e Fous e five hour irip. W'e Bnded oo CGioam and s
tanslifead 1 bols in Quonsst hes at 2 seation bespital neee the e, Being Bal oo oy back, 1 didn't ses
enything o dhat islienl, Tvweas kept thers for about two weelos durieg witich sothing wes duis 16 me ulher
than cheska o uny iuslition, [ o the plan we bo fhy me o Hoeell shere nesded satinent weald be
available. twas on-Dieas il | eelebesud wy 20 bithdzy an April 14, 1985, 1t was there thar we hesd
4l the death of President Koosevelt on April 12

Fican Gisnn 1 was lown inanother Moy plese 3o Onof, Hownil, sith Ges] siogs somewiene along fhe ooy
1 was transtiaved fo O 147 Geiwral Huspitel iz the cld . Louls High Schaal, noe par ol Chamomads
Callzge, on the hilt above Digsicod Head in Honalulu There | spent mest of the nest thres moests,

My walial dizgznusis wes thata shell fapmens baed gone timesgh g ki rib, collapsed my left lung.,, and
stopgred just winder wy' vollar Bone. Luckily i missed oy henm and sehier vitd oogans. My left chest canity
Ead flibed with blood, wiich i doctors hoped b be goke 1o draw out. Howeser, oftes nver aeyeral werks
fime, it proned to be coagmibates tes much, so tay ducided to operese. 1Be speniog wis dine there oo
Muy 3. My undersianding i that | was meaed wilh penicillin diring the operation and St i coe of e
early ueas of sl womler drug. Pari of ane of my rite was cut i sd the bt ey cheaned out in sooe
weay. (The docters decided not to ke oo de stell fregment e dat wiruld Tavs nequined ancther sparaty
operenion, and ey G il woudl s noplace. 8o it was left in thare, heas hexes thim: ver wivee, pnd mheays
shows up om my xeray ) Then | wsa beokal up o s sl vecuim pump oo draw o ihe oif ol re-inflage
iy leig, Thene wiss e of 15 coneecied o the one pemp for savical daps for the same parpose, s |
ligsiled up I hiad bz blusw info paper begs in belp the lung Infliee. Onver lima, tie db eoea bas grown beck o
paatialby A1 e gap as ey wodd e it would, Huowever, my |28t chiss hag alwiss bim sensitive, the
muscles on thar side wesk, wid Ui iy v s Gy re-nflaced. Comepquersty, 1am eomidpad
partieily disabled by the ¥eseram Adminisstion. Freer sinee twm 1 have had bo aveld heovy liZing o
wink izl axpused me 0 smoke or Reme dt rdghit affe o sy ling capeeity. Luckily v sondition has pal
kzpt me S doing wst ings o nermal healthy persan czn dn.

Ervuminally Twas well 2noagh to be dischiged o comvalescam wi, die Kighth Staion Heepaal in ihe
hills by Pearl Flarbur, swere | spess most ef ke weoth of Tuly, While there | i able o paricicais in
i aind oiher group activices, including tezch plesdes end viahs 1o Paard Tarbor md o the Dars Drame
manskom and poal. It addisen [ wis selecled bor a five day Army B & K {Rest end Tseupendion] wisitto a
el CAmp A the mecamindn, Mauas Lok, on B big bnd of Hawaii. Also seversd friends and rdalives

pea2 sz tarogzh Hawii oo thedr way o assigosicans Terther vt keoked me up while | wis icngseraling,

I gzl Avpust T was relmisad o limited duty, M welght was then down 1o 0208 s [ was pretiy thin
Huwever, the wer wie gof over 321, &0 1 wos ot oot back “smeaside™ fo iks UBA, het was mssigned bo duty
al Hulfeld Darmuks where 1 spenc the nest yor. O o my Gethes wes bo st puard af nighs (2 Dours
ity 2 all} & @ renos armunwnicion depoc up In the moonirs anl 1T heed sail For awhile Lwas a jesp
driver hing olfs:ecs aroemd the base, and 1 ok muck-driving lessiens (1 even levmod oo doubbe-cliol
shifta s dmck), Thizs [ vas esimed v cleck duties e 1565 (e ceazpal o the 1758
Engimeering Bace Depm Cﬂﬁ?&ﬂ}: [ weas happy not being sest bozk tn oy lnfaeey nigimen, as my
urekersanding was that the 96" Civision waa sehradilid o be paot of Se coming invasion of the mnisknd
ol Fapan in early 1546, Recent infarmatfion I bave meesived indicabes they wers to lemd neor Tokye sm he
wollld Divis g 4 slsughier om both sides had not the war been andad by ¥The Tomhb*

Dy the Pacific War kod ended wit e ofTicial surrender of Japan on sepdzmber T 1S, e alder mem
willt lpnger pericds of service end mane “udischarge puiss” prodmlly bepan o leeve te sepanization, Tha
et ms pommger mo i 6 in e empty spot, o0 we gradusbiy mueved up o rank. Enedng thar nesr veor, |
mawed Trom Frivate ep by T-, equivakent in Serpeant. A=y gaps in neimoaver were Glled with new
druftees fom e URA g well ps bocal yonmg men from Hewaii wlf That is wheeo | met my loog tinie
friznd, Art Lo, wih whin | hano hesm vomesponding ever sines, e iginmTing proup was respor ik
Tur supplying equipment ard matertals o il miliany wnits, bt s fhe war e, Bros: nesds were
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reduced and we were somawhat involved in TancTling meerials for sunples side pverssas, We Shipped oul
ens ul barbold wio, which © s eurs were destined e the Fid- East oes wet o come.,

Lraring ey Eme at Schofield Darracks, with the war over, we coald chieck i comgeny ik on wecdomds
med ik tripe: oo the oceam beaches. 5ol Goally ot my chanog e vidio Waiiki Boeich s wodl as olber gice
e s om B island, Thait mesde ermny Til mocds cagia o sk and Homwdi was no dodabl the b place to e
sk, i e o w e sl wel e b, M comrse, most of us finally goc “island fever” meaning that we
it wrepped on thar reloiively small isfed.

Inearly 1948, Hawaii was Bit by o bigg lidal were v and [gn: wie moch dianage abng B feaches, Chii
compsny was sl b e ook gide e O islad G daout 2 week o hzip in pacolling for kboeers. Later
il viear, The Army crtahlished sclocls & ssme bases where arvenes whe wanted oould toie pre-collaps
crrarsen of differem eimds. e achaal was sorted ot Schofisdd Barmecks and 1w able b teke classes in
Engineesine Drawing md Caleulus for Gaber pmedin ol the Dedvendts of Washingien.

Guing imw

Fxenmnlby, te time came that | had enough “poinis®™ for disciuarge and 1 lefl the vompay in Dae July,
1546, Along with hiecreds of others, | boarded mother treopship, the Generad O Emen, AT 131, Az we
Fdn™ eed b sigemg it ook ooy Ove days 1o neach San Frascizco, 1 wess a sokkerlul Reeling e see the
Thiliden, Gt Briulp s we psthanl indn ther sy, sliiche inesty faad wendersd i duey would ever ses igain. As
we came e the dock., thers was & lorge crovwd weirieg theee, which wis surprising simoe the wer bad been
over for nlnost o vear. From thers we e ronsderred by fery 2oress the bay to Camp Soneman m
sl and then et Ty Iming in all divectioms b ocur b cilies

Meecieg the mats in Tacows were my fother, mother, mdshﬁﬁ:rlmltrmu]mnhhﬁt@hlhn:lmlprm
2 few more days apain o Fort Lewis baing processad for discharpe. A i tomed o, Twess dischargsd an
Aupwmd T, LR, weenAly Urew pears o G Gy Do whsea 1 wos iodctod b s Adiiy,

I heve alwrys regrzmed deai | éid not lesc benger om Okinawn and comribate moee to the vietory, wherzms |
feel thas | was more of a target whitle [ was thers. [ was one of the lucky ones, tough. Recently de
alasilind Aonny doswments el thal, rom my Compmy seow, i0 S (bree-month balile e wes 57
reezn ifled e over 200 weanded, ineluding sewer replacsments. This the ool cwunliss weie neady
15085 of o inldal company soesath of 175 man at the cime of Inmding e Aprd 1. S0 probofibe wey fowr
ez made it thirtesgh the wiznle bate cnscathed.

For my militery mervive, [ am gnlitis] to weur the Fllowing assrds and ribbores Conhpt Infpeirynan
Badps, Purphe Hean, Assaic-Pazilic Canpaion Modal, Philipgne Liberaion Ribbon, WA 1 Visen:
tedel, and Good Condoct bedal, In 1944, the 118, Arme XXV Corps indfizeed o Presidescial Ui
Ciletion wwerl o the 86™ Infaniry Dvision (The Deadeyen) for ils estroniingsy acioes in e coogued, of
Ckinawa, e 55 vy wenm by before i) was finedly sipnad hy i Spcnetary of the Army in ewary, D,
T 19T, the Brcoog St Wechal weas wveardied by i ey Chiel ol Sl T, Giemesl Gooope O barsalbl, e
sl W' 1] eombar indantrmen: ged combas redics) men,

Wv onby comneciion with the milsary now i= wigh the 56 Infaey Division &socition, where T am asfve
a8 Cleaplait aurd Histurian Dor (ke Wocllnewd Chapkr Gal pweets evary Juoe owr Corvallis, Covgon, wiere
ez divishon wis gaiivamed & Coavgy Adair is 1942,

Celemin K. Peivy — Ay Lerml Poamber 39 479 468

Dizcember 9, 2002
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