ROLAND CHAMPAGNE

MY COMBAT YEARS

PART 5

THE ROAD HOME
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On October 3, 1944 the Pacific Command received a
directive to seize positions in the Ryuku Islands. This
was to be the culmination of three long years of
fighting since Pearl Harbor,

The Battle of Okinawa would be the largest amphibious
assault in history and the last battle of World War Two.

This eighty-two day battle would also be the bloodiest
of the war.

Americans
Killed in Action: 12,520
Wounded in Action 49,151

Japanese
Killed in Action: 110,071
Wounded in Action: 7,401

Civilian casualties: 142,058

| was wounded in action on May 22, 1945, | spent
seventy-nine days in a Navy hospital on Guam before
being transferred to Saipan, where | waited for my
discharge.

| left Saipan on November 30, 1945,



Tuesday May 22, 1945

Wounded in action today. The damn lieutenant
told me and a buddy to head out before breakfast
on second patrol to locate a Jap with mortar.

| did locate it, right near my spine. Veteran Vern
Nuns was hit in the leg. | was glad to get out of

there. It happened near to Conical Hill and Dick
Hill.

Two good buddies of mine were killed nearby.
They were Dussliere and Luebbe.

Here is a copy of the morning report giving the
official report of what happened.

Champagne, Roland JH
Combat Infantry Pay

Nuss, Yernon L,
Above named 2 EM (enlisted men) seriously

wounded in action 600 yards NE of Shuri, Okinawa
Island

Dy to SK Hospital unknown L.D. (living or dead)
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Record of Events

600 yards NE of Shuri, Okinawa Island

Patrol sent out 300 yards to front found no enemy
but were fired on by enemy mortars. Wounded 2
EM (enlisted men)



Though | do not remember it, | was probably
sent to the back lines first by stretcher and
then by a jeep ambulance.

On the next page is a map with an X on the
spot where | was wounded.

You can see the advance of the different
Armies further and further south.

The battled lasted 82 days. | was wounded on
the 51st day. | was the last guy in my squad to
be hit, after me they were all replacements.




R o b
. ‘i. _ :I‘“A n-.‘-




te ’; ’ls. F\m'w C”Mcﬂﬁt ‘f \Idarra
é& Ovreer Sy |GK 32 AW %

Antines  Vass o Pm o Fr
v 5§ A | Dy IO, 1945~

960 Siubunion 5%s. 9 [ P —

May 30, 1945 A Hospital




Dear Folks,

Here it is Memorial Day again. | wonder what the
people back home are doing about it. | gave it great
thought and prayed for my buddies and comrades who
died in action.

I'm taking it easy here. I'm still in bed. My back hurts
when | try to walk. | guess I'm still weak. You know |
didn't register shock when | was hit. | didn't lose any
blood to speak of. | was plenty scared and excited
thats all.

The fragment went in the right side of the midline in
my back. It stopped in front of my spinal chord just
missing it. | saw x-rays of it. In preoperative the doctor
stitched me up while under local anesthetic. It felt
funny while he was working on me.

The doctor in the x-ray room is from Prospect Hill.
He's a relative of Mrs. Kelly, 77 Butler. His name is
Lieutenant Hirsch. I'll bet she'd be mighty glad to know
he's alright and where he is.

Hey Louis? Too bad | don't have Saveie's and Kinsella's
address now? Still in doubt as to my whereabouts?

Yours Roland
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June 1, 1945 Somewhere in a hospital



Dear Folks,

Started my 24th month in the Army today. It was just
a year ago that we moved to Camp Callan outside of
San Diego. Funny how | can recall past events. | still
remember all the dates when | was transferred to
other camps.

The nurse in my ward is from Somerville. She's a cute
little blonde - the excited type.

They gave me some clothes and the correct size too.
Theysay lgot hit ___ right in the middle of my
back. | was glad to get out of those dripping, sopping
wet filthy clothes. Five minutes before my buddies
and | were about sleeping in our foxholes that
night.

We had about 5 inches of water in it with the
blankets on the bottom. you think, that beats
an mattress . keep our glasses
filled with ice and water.

We have Coca Cola every afternoon. Fresh eggs and
meats mostly every meal. And chocolate cake.

me writing about common foods back home! It's
a treat out here. times.

Yours, Roland
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June 4, 1945 Sunday In a hospital



Dear Folks,

Didn't go to church today - I've been on my back ever
since I've been wounded so last night | tried to get up
and walk and | started wobbling and getting dizzy. My
back feels tired when | sit up for awhile. | thought |
was alright.

| guess | write everyday just to do something. Its now
4 P.M. and I'm hungry and waiting for chow. The
chow is fair. | can't gripe, its better than eating a
cold "meal” somewhere in combat. We had ice cream
once so far. They have movies every night. Next
Thursday they'll have "Here Come the Waves” with
Bing Crosby. | sure miss seeing the good pictures
coming out back home.

Now that summer is here, the kids ought to have
plenty of writing material telling me all about their
weekends. | wonder what little Roland will be doing
on his weekends if he gets back in one piece. You'd
know what | meant if you could see what war does to
some of the Mama's little boys.

| guess constant prayers has spared me of such horror
and misery. Thank God.

Yours, Roland J.
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Dear Folks,

Just a year ago today and the shores of Europe were
blitzed by a D-Day. I'm a bit late in writing today; its
about 7 P.M. now. | haven't a thing to write. Not so
lazy, huh?

| wonder if E.R. Letendre will be coming out this way
soon. | was in line for a rating like his but | guess my
being wounded puts me out. Thats the infantry,
combat sure has a lot to do with ratings. One
encounter with the enemy and you're at the head of
your squad. Just like Henri Bernard with his field
commission.

Theres a medic in this hospital from Lawrence. His
name is Ray Sheppard. | don’t know him. I'm still in
bed so | haven't done much looking around. | seen the
pay master here. | hope | get paid. Theres something
to buy around here. I've got pay coming from March
1st on.

I'll be sending home another big check when | get it all
together plus that 50 to the bank.

Have you received any notice from the bank yet? Let
me know when you do.

Thats all
Yours Roland
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Dear Folks,

I'm very tired as | right this. I've been up all day
with still a movie tonight. Also will see newsreels
about Okinawa. Actual pictures which civilians
never see. | wish | could tell you about other war
pictures I've seen. They're restricted to service
personnel,

Have you ever seen or read of the 382nd Infantry
in the or Post? I've read about us in the
Honolulu Star - Bulletin. Sheppard remember.

| hope you talked to Ray's parents about me. You
always want to know where | am. Nows your
chance to find out. He's a corpsman or ‘Medic’ as
we call him. He works here in one of the wards.

Some boy from Andover requested
"Massachusetts” on the song parade.

| attended Devotions last night. We recited the
beads and also prayers. It made me feel good to
go to church again. | wish | could go everyday.

Thats all,
Yours,
Roland J.
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Dear Folks,
P.S. Roy lives on Beacon Street. Qkay.
Here's my daily column again.

I'll be up and around in a few more days. The
doc may leave the fragment in me. It'll feel
kinda funny for awhile.

| hope you notice the address and also the
heading. My mail still goes to the company.
Don't forget.

I'll send you Roy Sheppard’s home address. |
hope you'll know what to do. His folks may
have already heard from him. You could look
him up in the phone book.

A friend, Al Silva, from Providence, may write
to you.

| hope | don't return to Okinawa. |'ve seen
enough of it.

Yours,
Roland



.
i i ettt gl i — . - lome el e e T
e— e .

From

~ [ Me/ks GienC (Rland [} Chamfoprss.
e Z.B vTL R %,]"' vz GK 2%
- z_&slﬁ(fs Ass. J /my( ””: |

tame) Boe tmitve twe My 1 anda s omplare addvass s -}

A R R

June 10, 1945



Dear Folks,

Well | finally attended Mass today. The last time
| went was on May 6th - the day | returned to K
Co. Two days later we went out to fight on the
front lines again.

16 days later | was wounded in action.

My wound was pretty itchy today. | guess its
starting to heal up. | saw it last night with the aid
of a mirror. It was worse than | expected and just
think its 18 days after being wounded. Here’s how
it looked to me in the mirror .

Yours Roland J.

You can see the diagram | drew on the letter. |
was so lucky that the fragments did not hit my
spine. | still have the fragment in my back as it
was too dangerous to operate.
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t OKINAWA IS OURS AFTER 82 DAYS;

45,029 U. S. CASUALTIES, FOE’S 94,401;
GEN. STILWELL HEADS 10TH ARMY
AN

The Battle of Okinawa lasted 82 days. It was
so bloody and devastating that it was a major
reason that Truman decided to drop the
atomic bomb.

Invading Japan would have been too costly
in lives and wounded.



| was lucky to get out the way | did.
Though | was scared | could have been

easily paralyzed, as the shrapnel was less
than an inch from my spine.

It remains there to this day. It shows up as
rectangular white space in x-rays of my
abdomen. Doctors always ask what the
heck it is. My son is proud to tell them.
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Dear Folks,

This is a hurry up letter. I've been
busy doing little details and too lazy.

I'm writing to let you know I'm still around. | was
glad to hear the end of Okinawa.

That appointment of General "China” Stilwell as
commander of 10th Army scares me. | wouldn't be
surprised if he took us to China!

I'll end my letters with au reyqir so you'll know
whats going on. | hope you wont forget it. That
way you wont have to worry when | don't write.

| may stay here two or three weeks. | guess!!!
Still no letters,; Oh well, they'll come eventually.
"My Dreams are getting better all the time"” was
the latest # 1 on the "my" Hit Parade. How's

yours?

| guess that if | want to see ......
"Going My Way"; about time!

Yours,
Roland
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Hello Gene,
Received your letter dated July
12, Also received 2 packages sent during 3rd

week of February. The 59X will come in
handy. Also the fruits, soup and nuts. Thanks
a lot.

Did you receive that WU telegram already.
Haven't received the films yet.

| haven’t said anything about going stateside
yet. | should be going and I'll keep trying.

Terry Beauliey sent me a few cards and a
letter. Haven't heard from Aunti Marie Louise.
Aunt Anna wrote me and she was plenty
worried about me. Thats all she talked about
in her letter. Two years ago today | arrived at

Keesler Field!

| guess thats all. Your brother, Roland

P.S. Excuse the writing this pen writes
double! notice!
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Dear Mom,

Well I've been here 60 days. The
doctor had a talk with me. He could see |
was feeling pretty low.

He had some cheerful news for me. | only
hope it comes true.

| finally took the bandage off my wound
yesterday. l've got a scar bigger than a
quarter. There is still a small pin point to
heal and then .....!

| wish that camera would get here. I'm
missing a lot of good snap shots.

Those peace rumors sure sound good. It
wont be long now.

| guess I'll close if | want this mailed.
So long.

Your son,
Roland






Somewhere on Saipan
Aug 11, 1945

Dear Mom,

| heard that surrender offer last night. Three cheers.
Ha!Ha!

Here | am sweating it out waiting to go back to my
Company.

One-one-five really was a wonderful place. [I'll miss
all those niceties of life which are so common to
civilians!

Here | have a cot with three blankets. I've always
had two. They come in handy at night because it
gets cold.

| should receive my mail in a week or so. I'm still
dizzy from that plane ride.

| read the bulletin board here and | can mention
2aipan.
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Also that these B-29's really are a sight. They're
worth every cent they cost. I've seen them close up
and theyre really big.

There's a good chance that | may be home before
next June. Everybody likes the Infantry now because
they wont be needing them. | don't think I'll be
around for the Army of Occupation. Those rookies
like Ken and Charley could easily do that.

I've seen quite a few buddies around here. One from
Lake Forest.

My back still hurts. | wish they'd do something about
it. I'm seeing the doctor this afternoon.

I'll write more later,

Your son,
Roland



Saipan September 13, 1945



Dear Mom,

Thought I'd write you a letter in
long hand instead of on the typewriter.

I'm looking again with nothing to do. (that
what | say)

I'll tell you again in case the money orders
don't there. | sent $350 home in my last
letter. Thats more than | expected because |
won some of it in a big crap game.

| wish | was home so | could spend some of it
for Christmas presents.

Don't guess | need any presents out here unless
you can send me some cute little woman.



Saipan September 13, 1945




If we even had WACs out here life wouldn't
be so bad.

| don't drink so | don't miss my liquor
although we get a bottle of beer per day
and also cokes.

Wish | knew when | was going home. Then |
could prepare for that particular season.

Oh well, whats eight more months or so
when | have 40 or more years in which to
live.

The whistle just blew so I'll close here with
all my love.

Your son,
Roland



Saipan

September 21, 1945




Dear Lucille,

Glancing at the
calendar this morning, | noticed that

Mom's and Pop's wedding anniversary
(22nd) is coming up on the 29th of

November which may or may not be
Thanksgiving.

| wish you'd do something about it as
I'm not in a position! I'll be home for
their 25th and I'll cook up something
then.

You could get them something - (my
account is open!)



Saipan September 21, 1945



Let me know when you hear from the bank
about my allotment of $250 deposited there
through the government.

| should hit $1,000 by the end of this year.
That averages up to about $8 a week in
savings.

Right now I'm only spending $10 a month
because there's nothing to buy around here
besides cokes and beer.

Every time | gamble | win!!! | wish I'd have
had all this money in civilian life!!!

No letters for the past three days.
Somebody’s holding up the mail. Keep
sending film if you can get it.

Thats all, your brother, Roland

P.S. - Excuse the writing.






Saipan
Sept. 22, 1945

Dear Mom,

The whistle just blew so I'll scratch off a
few lines.

| received five letters yesterday - one from Sr. St
Pantaleon! Her letter was a little faded from water
so | couldn't read it very well.

She sent me a few "religuaire’s” of Margaret
Bourgeois.

| heard the good news this morning about the point
system. Now I'll be home at least two months
sooner.

We attended a military funeral yesterday of some
boy in the



2aipan September 22, 1945



Company who died after an ulcer operation. He was
buried in the 27th Division Cemetery.

Haven't received the camera as yet. | hope it isn't lost.
Keep sending film if you can get it.

| hope you're sending pictures taken during the sumer,
at the beach or around home.

| wonder how Marlene is. Tell her I'm sending her a
great big kiss!

| guess thats all if | want to eat.

Your son,
Roland

P.S. How's
pesky Pauline
Legendre!



Saipan  September 23, 1945



22iRan
Sept 23, 1945

Dear Lucille,

| received your letter a few days ago but
didn't have time to answer.
| like my job here because its what | want to do.

| type out requisitions, records and issues.

| take care of the stock records, vouchers and other
minor details.

Ken's picture was alright. He reminded me of some
guy | knew in Lawrence.

| hope he knows he's got
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18 or so more months in this Army. You need two
years service now to get out,

The whistle blew so ...

| haven't received Ken's letter as yet. Are you sure
he wrote to me or was it a line he handed you?

| wish | was going home in Dec or Jan? At this
moment five guys in this barrack are leaving for the
States. Are they happy?.... | gint!

| haven't received the cameras as yet and I'm
beginning to believe its lost. Try again - this time
it'll get through because packages are received in
this Company in perfect condition.

| gsuess thats all for awhile,

so long,
your brother,

Roland



Saipan September 29, 1945



Dear Lucille,

| received your latest letter today
so I'll answer it.

I'll start off by saying that Ken hasn't written
as yet. I'm holding out again about answering
my mail. Have | got troubles with girls, girls,
and girls!!!

Why must so many be interested in me. What
have | got?

I've got a half dozen letters to answer.
Besides all those relatives and friends.

And those "supposedly” good friends of mine
like Rudy.

I'm finally assigned to this Company. I'll try to
decorate that "upper” arm! Qkay.
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| see you're finally "wising up” and getting
ready for homelife. Nice going.

The Visayas are a group of islands west of
Leyte. Armand may be on Cebu or Panay.

Qkay.

More guys leaving for the States and I'm still in
doubt as to my future. Haven't received the
camera as yet and now I'm sure its lost.

| hope you're sending me some film if not a
camera. | don't know what you're sending me
for Christmas and | don't know what | could
send you. They'll be other Christmas’ and I'll
make up for it then. Qkay.

Let me know when you hear from the bank
about my allotment.

Don't know what to say to 'Jaime’ so | haven't
written as yet.

Excuse the writing as the boys are in a playful
mood.
Thats all,
Roland



They treated me well but even so | was so glad
to get out of that Navy hospital. | was there for
79 days! Though | was still far from home | had
much more freedom on Saipan.

This is a
bottle of
Australian
beer. On
the next
page is
what |
wrote on
the back of
the photo.
Life was
not bad on
2aipan,
thought we
were all
waiting for
orders.
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SaiRan
6th October 1945

Dear Mom,

We're having bad weather around here lately. We
had a small typhoon today and of course no work.

I'm on duty for two hours because | work in the
office. My luck,

| received the films today, dated the 25th of
September. Thats fast service and thanks a lot.

Next time send me 116 or 616.
The 127 takes too small a picture in a candid camera.

The films are developed in Honolulu.



saipan October 6, 1945



so it'll take time.

The films arrived here a day after receiving your
letter of the 19th telling me about them.

Glad you paid Lillian off (55). Thanks.

Manila is the capital of Luzon and also of the
Philippines. Tony must have been there. The last
time | saw him was on Leyte.

| guess I've been away (14 months) from women too
long. I'm surprised at what you said about Theresa

Roy. | thought | was lucky to get somebody like her
because I'm not deserving of any.

Why God permitted me to go through combat is a
mystery to me. The only reason | didn't want to get
killed was to spare you the grief. Honest.

| wasn't afraid to die because | would have seen God
who'd taken me away from this miserable life.



Saipan  October 6, 1945




There | go again, sounding off. Well its time
and I'm glad | said it. | haven't been happy.
I'm a shy, disillusioned little boy.

Worth fighting For - is a phrase |I've read
over and over again. I'd like to know what |
was fighting for. | just can't find a reason
good enough.

Well | better close before | commit myself. |
guess thats all.

Your son,
Roland

P.S. the paper was a little damp, thats the
cause of the blurs.

2nd P.S. Any size film will do.
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Life on Saipan
was not so bad.

Though we had
jobs to do there
was still plenty of
free time thanks
to the very long
days.




Still | am very glad
to have these to
give some sense of
what life was like

on 3aipan.

We developed
these photos on
Saipan. Of course
we did not have
an photo enlarger
so they are small.
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adipan
30th October 1945
Dear Lucille,

Well | finally heard from Armand and
Ken today. Both letters were mailed around July
16th.

Armand talked about you and you're wonderful
perfume - Follow Me. Are you scenting your letters
these days? If so, send me one extra special, huh!

Ken surprised me as not being on too high a level
in his letter writing. His letter sounded like a

all the time.

I'm guessing he's around nineteen. (| forgot his
age.)

Mary Jane struck me as not being hep to things.
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You'd better wise her up or she’'ll end up an old maid.
I've no interest in her so don't connect this with me.

Rumor has it that the 50 pointers (I'm one.) will start
moving out when you get this letter. | hope so because
| can feel the strain every once in awhile.

| need some stateside chow (fresh milk) and recreation
(women). You can't imagine the feeling that runs
through me every time | think of going home. Its too
wonderful to describe.

| hope you'll keep this clipping for me. | was glad she
was picked because she's just the type - a bit homey
and rough.

| guess I'll close for now.

Your brother,
Roland



We were young, active and eating very little
junk food. Most of use were in what would be
the best shape of our lives.




There was even monkey on Saipan which
we adopted. Here | am holding him.






2aipan
16th November 1945

Dear Mom,

| received two packages yesterday.
One had candy, soup and a baseball book.
The other was marked "Wholesale Drug"
and it contained 2 films (127 and 116) and
the rosary beads with a scapular medal.

| was glad to receive the medal as | didn't
have one. Thanks a lot for everything.

Six thousand men shipped out for ghome
and that leaves only 3 thousand men left
after a previous high of 17 thousand men.
Its getting closer to me.



November 16, 1945



Its only 40 days to Christmas and still no word
about going home. I'm jittery and on edge.

This letter is scribbled because I'm leaving for
school. | wrote to thank you and also for my

bi-weekly letter.

I'm studying - blueprint reading, geometry,
business math, and algebra. Hey Gene and
Louis hows that for spare time recreation?

Hows your regular studies? Get on the ball
because I'll soon be there and I'll see you
through!

This letter is kinda bad. Send it back if its too
bad. | understand!

Yours,
Roland



Saipan November 17, 1945



23a1pan
17th November

Dear Lucille,

This is a short letter so
Larry's letter is a little bulky.

Don’'t mind the envelope as | didn't want to
throw it away and also | didn't want to
throw away (spend) .06 cents for postage.

enuf!

Starting my 30th month in this army
today. Hope to be home after completion
of 30 months and one week of service
(December 24th).

| guess that all,
your brother,
Roland

PS Excuse the letter!
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Saipan November 17, 1945



he is. | hope you'll send me his address.

| guess my letters to Bob and Red Pare are
lost. | know some of my mail is lost.

We sent a letter to a guy in this barracks 3

days ago and he hasn't received it yet.
Thats how our mail service is.

| guess I'll close now if | want to see the
movie. - | Love a Bandleader -

Thats all,
Your son,

Roland



| was in pretty good shape back then.
Not like now, haha.




These are two of my buddies. One from
Oklahoma and one from Texas.



November 26, 1945 Saipan



Western Pacific S3ipan

Base Command WPBC - PCCD
Personnel Center 26th November
Casual Depot 1945

Hello Louis and Gene,

Don't mind the
paper because thats all | have right now.

I'm this camp and expect to be on my way
home before you get this.

| should be in the States the second week
of December.

They're rushing us out so we can make
that ship tomorrow.



November 26, 1945




They're rushing us out so we can
make that ship tomorrow. Oh yeah!

Too bad | can’t see Aunt Anna. We
may fly to the east coast from Cal.
That'll save many days.

| should be a civilian by the 21st of
December. Straighten "Lam”

Lamentagne for me, eh!

| guess thats all,

Your brother,

Roland
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(Date)

CYARTIFICATE OF TMMUNIZATION

17V ho wd G523/ 342922

100D
DATE OF EIRTE: - BRACE ___TYPR

1, This men returncd fron an oversc
theetro without an inmunizetion rogisto:
end is assumcd to have net all initi=l
inruanization requironcnts for servicon i
the command from which he is returrning,
(Rof.: Par, 17, ERI, WD, AG 370.5 (1C i
LY4) 0B-S-SPHOT-M, dtd 10 Aug 4k,)

2. Additionnl imrmnization given at
this station to fulfill immunization ro-
cuirecncnts of any land vreas to bde triv-
erced while enroute to US arc as follo

Deto MC Initial
Ao Senllpox_ / '&f f—-vﬁ/“/

B. Tyahoid Stin.‘; Zfi—-yv o5

o3l
C. Totenus Stin.: A= — ¥4/

b, Ble 2022 5

Bopot Surgeon, VPEC '
PC & CD, APO 244

(Inscrt addcd by WPBC Personncl Centcr
end Casunl Dopot, APO 2h4,)




These shots | was happy to receive! | was
getting everything done to be shipping out
and going home!
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Laipan
28th November
1945

Dearest Sister Lucille, 10:30 AM

If this letter looks a bit
shaky you can blame this mess hall table and
also the fact that | am now working in the
Personnel Records Branch. Something in the
order of Ken's work.

Yep, | brown nosed myself into this job so |
wouldn’t have to pull details. | was paged
over the camp public address system for this
job because | am a typist.

The Army has finally realized that | can type
good enough to hold a job.

Orders (also rumors) are that we leave
Friday and that we arrive in the U.S. the
14th of December. If I'm flown to the east
coast (70% of planes now fly troops) |






should

That gives me enough time to formulate my

This year | wont have the gang (Dick, Bob,
Lam) to "guide” me as | will be alone? to
choose my company.

I've a feeling the fair sex will dominate my
festivities. Ah, its a wonderful feeling to know
I'll be ready, willing and able to pick my own
kind. I've got them all lined up in my dreams,
now all | need is some practical dating ...

As | told Gene - 19 to 29 is my range the older
the better up to a certain age. Yep, | like them
a little older than me because they are more
understanding!!! Enuf said .........

We, all from Devens are grouped in the same
battalion to facilitate movements.



Just me showing off my muscles. What
a tan | had there.



We had a lot of fun on this scooter and
could reach speeds of sixty mile per hour.
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HEAPOUARTERS 3429
WESTERN PACIFIC BASE COMMAND
PERSONNEL C!:;gﬁaz‘CLSUAL DEPOT

“"CORRECTED AS OF EMBARKATION" 27 Noveabor 1
Filos 3&.‘ . 9‘5

SUBJECT: MOVEMENT ORDERS, SI™ "ATION CENTER GPS REE 1580=25 to
40 Inol & 42to s /IO
T0 t: Soa Distribution,

1. The indivs listed in atchd pers roster are reld fr ate:
unasgd this Hq and atchd unnsgd %0 a 73 PD. They are asgd for
gcumt to _sudbj Separation Center Gp- ns indicatod thorein.

MR_14, Decesber 1945,

2, Gp Idr (and custodi.) of Records) is indieatod asto:
isk (*) placed before mame on atechd pors roster. Gp Lirs will bde
responsible for proper control, discipline and conduct of all per
of their respective gps until properly reid by the CO of a
Separation Center,

3. srr:gut consisting of gps listed in sub}, abovo, WP by
FAGWatorT & 11 move o/e = £ 1945 fr this sta to a
Separation Center in US to na to this order by Port
Comdr at which shpmt is debarked for the pm-roso of Scparation
fr tho service or current RR's and Directives.

4, ©Stencil #2, for roprod‘uction of movement directives ar’
peds rosters, will be in custedy of Gp Ldrs for delivery to prop
auth at US PD,

5. &Shpmt will be under the control of the CG, ASF, fr tin:
of departure fr this sta unt*l released by proper auth in US,

6. Pors in this mover - will notify mrgone{ addrossoo.
all correspondents and publi: .rs to discontinue mailing ltrs an
publications until further advised, using WD AGO Form 971-1 for

this purpose,

7. Per dioem is atzd (AR 35-4820) (AR 35-4810) indiv withir
alws stated by law while traveling cn r and will not be paid for
time spont at ports, scparation contuss or casual depots,

8. TDN PCS 67-000 P 4,.-01=02-03=04-05-02-08, 212/60425,
Auth: WD RR 1-1 & 1s5 & Radio MidPnc 73207,

BY ORDER OF COLONEL MCYADDEN: -~ o -
, I‘ f/{’“,/s./))z,:u

R E L WARNER

1st Lt AGD

4 e Ol L A."t 'ldj
& y ¢ Y g e ==
DISTRIBUTION: "H" : ' Sokct et
33 g9 sots of RE Dep Dist No-2 1 CG, Pers Dist Comd, Loulsvill

D
ts of R) Vossel Comdr
il PE 1 08, USASTAP APO 234
2 W/ mmn)gsw 1 wehc AG, AP 244
) PD (AN) 1 Per indiv to Gp Ldr

10300th JRU, AFO 244




Here are the orders to board a ship for
home!

| was working as a company typist during
this time, haha. | had a Tech 5 rank at this

time. That is the equivalent of a Gunnery
Sergeant.

| did not care what | was anymore. | just
wanted to get back home.
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Separation conm :H E é ga._ﬁu_-_“
US Arsy Persomnel for Seperssica

*CORRECTED /S OF EVB/.RX.TION"

EREVEOUS VEIR . o o — -~ = s, S

GRADE &
SEVICE _ UOS/LSE .. ADDRESS

SedION 1

” mm&“ 11100110

MELLO, HESMAN 11089627
405 Ord 3n APO 244

3 CURRAN, JOHR B
405 Ord Ba APO 244

4 DONOHUE, JAMSS J
3241 Ord D Co APO 244

5 RUKAS, FRANK W
3241 Ord D Co APO 244

6 RECINMALD B
3wbr4ncomzu

31398695
11089549
11069342
11096768

CONNOR, KEWNETH W 110986896
3241 Ord Dep Co APO 244

GANS, SYDNEY C 11029415
2241 Ord D Co APO 244

9 JEWETT, VEANON L
3241 Ord D Co APO 234

10 TIBEETTS, LAWRZNCE B
405 Ord W! Co APO 244

11 FRECHETTE, BARLAND L
36050!'6001?02“

'm&nmm-mmg‘ ;2348

CHANPAGNE, ROLAND J M 311362422
3605 Ord Co APO 244

14 KEARNAN, ARTHUR 323360
3241 Ord D Go APO 244 *
35591858

11059693
313594
31372062

13

15 y BAROLD R
3 Ord M Co AL APO 244

16 mm.m“mn B (N) 36005%¢4 Prt

80 Sig

¥/5gt 835/58 Crotonm,
cxd Conn

1st Sgt 502/%8 Fall River,
Ord Msso

/5gt 965/58 Portland,
Ocd Maine

T/8gt B315/58 Springfield,
o Yass

T/5gt 2%52/%8 CGardner,
ord Kass

?/Sgt 055/58 sprwrma,

ord
8/8¢t WSB Gpﬂuﬂdda
ord

8/5gt 148/58 Poston,
Ord Mass
$/Sgt 348/58 Bostonm,
Ord Nass

5/5gt 965/58 Skowhogan,
m ¢

Toc 4
Ocd

Cpl
Oord

965/57 Woburn,
Neazs

835/57 Eartford,
Conn

Tec 5

Oord

Tec 5 -931/58 Milford,

ord Yase

405/%% Lawrence,
Hass

o‘l:g S 965/57 &8‘“800
§90/61 Boston,
8ig C© Maze

SECTION IT = - AAF PETSONNEL

num
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Here is my name on the list of soldiers to be
shipped out! Lucky number 13, haha!

Below is my medical clearance dated Nov. 30,
1945! Just a simple small slip of paper. Can you
imagine? This was worth gold to me!

?

FAUN=VI)
DWIVIDUAL CEATIFICATE (. IEDICAL CLEATAITCE

DATE_ “M_}?OW? P

. m————

This is to certil that 475 Agland ¢ * chas

poca comply with @0 Circular Ho. 276, 1 Hovember 1543 and AAF iegulations
&l=3, 9 august 194k, (vree irom vermin anl commudcable diseasea and moeta
tim war or Nawvy Deparirant irmunigation requirements),

HOTE: franssortabion on ATC Adreralt is contingent upon the rendition and
subiisgion of tils gertificata,
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At least | was in the US for Christmas
although still not back home. You cannot
imagine how happy | was to be back. Here is
the telegram | sent home. All the trains were
full!
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| am not sure when | wrote these notes on
this envelope. It had to have been
sometime after my return home. It is the
only record | have of my voyage home.

Left Saipan on November 30, 1945 on an old
ship speeding along at 7 knots; strong sea
only 5 K.

Sea sickness all the way from diesel exhaust,
so thick it pours out of a glass - really!

Left California on Christmas day at 2:30 AM -
yes.






This photo was taken January 18, 1946.
| had been discharged from the Army on
January 1, 1946. This is my first photo
as a civilian again!

It was all quite an experience beginning
just days after my high school
graduation. | was one of the lucky ones
to make it back, the true heroes never
did. | always remember them.



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLE HEART

ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST 7, 1782
TO
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROLAND J.H. CHAMPAGNE
ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES

FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED

ox A MAFYSi N AR Ivawa

GIVEN UINDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
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Roland Champagne
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Battle of Okinawa

May 22, 1945




